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Message from the Editor 
It was a wet and cool day for our Annual General Meeting (AGM) held at Jim & Leanne Evans place 
with the following people elected as office bearers for the Gympie Orchid Club for the next twelve 
months.  Thank you to all club members who braved the wet conditions and also thank you to John 
Rees who travelled up to be the Returning Officer for our meeting.  
 

President:  Gary Walker 
Vice President:  Sharon Stretton 
Secretary:  Sharon Bartlett 
Assistant Secretary:  Julie Walker 
Treasurer:  Shirley Downing 

Editor:  Sharon Stretton 
Librarian:  Jen Grainger 
Show Steward:  Mel Wheeler 
Assistant Show Steward:  Barry Grainger 

 
 
Winners of the Popular Vote at monthly Meeting: 
 GENRE Name of Orchid   Owner of Plant 
Cattleya >100mm: Rlc. Orglade’s Grand ‘Tian Mu’ Jim & Leanne Evans 
Cattleya <100mm: C. Pink Spice ‘Lucy’ X Ctt. Alsaks Pattern ‘Hannah’ Jim & Leanne Evans 
Species: C. skinneri ‘alba’ X C. skinneri ‘alba’ Gary & Julie Walker 
Vanda: V. Princess Mikasa ‘alba’ Larry & Shirley Downing 
Dendrobium: Den. Gloucester Sands  Larry & Shirley Downing 
Any Other: Phal. King Car ‘Honey Peach’ Larry & Shirley Downing 
Novice: Den. Nobile hybrid Judy Ernst 

  

 

Cattleya 100mm +:  Rlc. Orglade’s Grand ‘Tian Mu’ Cattleya Less than 100mm: C. Pink Spice ‘Lucy’ X 
Ctt. Alsaks Pattern ‘Hannah’ 

http://www.gympieorchidsociety.com/
mailto:garfieldloveslasagna@outlook.com
mailto:sharon.m.stretton@tmr.qld.gov.au
mailto:ksbartlett@esat.net.au
mailto:ularie@hotmail.com
mailto:larryshirleydowning@gmail.com


 Gympie & District Orchid Society newsletter 

 

 

  

 

Species:  C. skinneri ‘alba’ X C. skinneri ‘alba’ Vanda:  V. Princess Mikasa ‘alba’ 
 

            

 

Dendrobium:   Den. Gloucester Sands Any Other:  Phal. King Car ‘Honey Peach’ 
 

 

 

Novice:   Den. Nobile hybrid 
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Other Plants tabled at the meeting: 

 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 
Winners of the Raffles for the day were:   
Sharon Bartlett, Kay Morrison, Sharon Stretton and John Rees.  Congratulations to all raffle winners!   

 
Editors Highlight – Detecting Virus in orchids  
Reprinted from the SEPTEMBER 2003 issue of Orchids -- The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society. 
Copyright American Orchid Society --www.aos.org  
 

http://www.aos.org/
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Testing Plants 
While symptoms are good indicators of a viral infection, they cannot bring certainty to the 
diagnosis. Because of that, it is advisable to proceed with additional testing for the identification 
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of the causal agent of a particular symptom. One common method used in laboratories is a 
serological assay, namely ELISA (Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay), which uses a specific 
antiserum to detect a particular virus. This test is sensitive and used often in laboratories around 
the world. Biological assays, transmission electron microscopy, hybridization and RTPCR, among 
others, are useful tools that can be used for their detection. Even without known vectors, unlike 
most other viruses, ORSV and CyMV are the predominant viruses around the world. This can be 
explained by their stability, high concentrations in infected cells and being spread mainly by 
contaminated tools during regular manipulation of the plants. Therefore, people working with 
orchids become their main transmission agents, helping their perpetuation from one plant to 
another and their dissemination to other plants and production areas. 
 
Controls 
It is important to remember that there is no cure for an orchid infected with ORSV or CyMV, even 
though efforts have been made to produce genetically engineered resistant plants. Thus, the best 
way to control orchid viruses is by prevention, avoiding their entrance in the growing area. This is 
not easy to do, particularly when infected plants are asymptomatic. Because of that, one should 
always buy orchids from certified producers and avoid bringing plants with symptoms home. 
Special attention should be given to mother plants, which ought to be guaranteed virus-free. 
 
If viruses are already present in the area, several measures need to be taken. Infected plants 
should be discarded, and the suspicious ones should be isolated to prevent further dissemination 
of the viruses. Separating plants of different ages also helps prevent viral spread, since the older 
the plant is, the higher its chance of being infected. This occurs because the longer a plant stays 
in the production area, the more often it has been manipulated, and as it is known, ORSV and 
CyMV can be transmitted by handling during dividing, repotting, cutting or any other management 
practice. 
 
Events Schedule:  
 
OCTOBER 2024 

 4th & 5th October 2024 Bribie Island Orchid Society (Setup & judging Thursday 3rd of October) 
NOVEMBER 2024 
9th November 2024 Nambour Species Show (set up 8th) 
9th November 2024 STOCQ Meeting, Hosted by Maroochydore OS, Buderim Mens Shed, 

38 Advance Road, Kuluin 
30th November 2024 Gympie Club Christmas Party – Amamoor Public Hall, Busby Street, 

Amamoor. 
2025 
March 2025 15th Asia Pacific Orchid Conference & Show, Taiwan 
June 2025 STOCQ meeting hosted by Bundaberg OS. 
21st June 2025 Gympie OS Winter Closed Show 
6th & 7th September 2025 STOCQ meeting hosted by Nambour OS in conjunction with STOCQ 

Orchidfest at 114 Sportsmans Parade, Bokarina 
1st – 5th October 2025 Australian Orchid Conference and Show at Wiigulga Sports Complex, 

Woolgoolga NSW (Orchids from the Mountains to the Sea) 
 
Next Meeting:  
DATE:          Sunday, 27th October 2024  
ADDRESS:  Kent & Sharon Bartlett’s place at 6 Tailor Street, Tin Can Bay 
PLANTS:     Benching of plants will commence from 1.30pm – 1.45pm 
JUDGING:   Voting will be held prior to meeting (between 1.45pm – 2.00pm)  
MEETING:   Will commence at 2.00 pm 

Please bring your plants, chair and a plate to share for afternoon tea. 
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NOTE:  Please think about what month you would be able to host a monthly meeting and advise Sharon Stretton to include 
below. 

Future Club meetings Meeting to be held at Club members residence: 
30th November 2024 Christmas Party to be held at the Amamoor Public Hall, Busby 

Street, Amamoor.  Club will pay for the lunch, but you will need to pay 
$10 refundable deposit (paid back on the actual day to ensure 
attendance.  Arrive at 10am for activities and lunch will be at 12pm.   
Please contact Shirley Downing regarding RSVP’ing your attendance 
and to pay the $10.  

 
 

Newsletter snippets 
Club members are encouraged to contribute to the newsletter. Please email Sharon Stretton for 
inclusion (prior to the upcoming meeting, otherwise they will be included the following month). Email: 
sharon.m.stretton@tmr.qld.gov.au 
 
 

Our Sponsors: Sponsors are an important part of our Club. Their support allows us to pay the prizes 
we do at our Show. Please support our sponsors and let them know that we appreciate their support!  
 

 
keepgrowing@rockypoint.com.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Vendors: 

 

mailto:sharon.m.stretton@tmr.qld.gov.au
mailto:keepgrowing@rockypoint.com.au
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NAMBOUR SPECIES SHOW 

 

 

Disclaimer: While every effort is made to keep the information in this newsletter up to date, it is for general information purposes only. We 
make no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, reliability or suitability with respect to the 
information for any purpose. Any reliance you place on such information is therefore strictly at your own risk. In no event will we be liable for 
any loss or damage including without limitation, indirect or consequential loss or damage, or any loss or damage whatsoever arising from loss 
arising out of or in connection with the use of this newsletter. 
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