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Message from the Editor 
I’d like to start this newsletter to commemorate the passing of our Life Member (and previous Vice 
President, Editor and Judge) ‘Ted’ Edward Arthur Mann following a long battle with cancer.   
 
Ted was a grower of a variety of different orchids that he was very proud of, especially when they were 
Awarded.  Ted will be remembered by his strong commitment to the Club, love of his orchids, and his 
invaluable assistance in setting up displays at the Shows, assisting other members with taking orchids to 
Shows at different towns and having the orchid supply stand at the monthly meetings so other club 
members could purchase supplies easily.    
 
All of the Club send their sincere condolences to Kay and the rest of the family, and we hope the 
memories you have of him bring you comfort at this time.   Rest easy Ted. 
 

 
Edward Arthur Mann 

 

 
 

 
3rd April 1941 –  
9th July 2024 

 
Aged 83 years 

 

 
 

 
Lynne Wilson did a beautiful job on the flower arrangement for Ted’s farewell (shown below).   
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The Club were very happy to have John Green attend our monthly meeting as a Special Guest speaker 
and talk on ‘everything orchids’ which was very well received by our members.  
 
John, we are grateful that you shared your expertise and kept our members engaged and entertained.  
There has already been positive feedback who found your insights informative and funny - not easily 
done!  Once again, thank you for your time, effort, and expertise.  
 

  
 

Winners of the Popular Vote at monthly Meeting: 
 GENRE Name   Owner of Plant 
Cattleya >100mm   Rsc. Goldenzelle m/c Corrie Sheaffe 
Cattleya <100mm  Rlc. Toshie’s Magic ‘Hsinying’ Gary Walker 
Species  Rhy. gigantea ‘Red’ Sharon Stretton 
Any Other:  Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascade’ Sharon Stretton 
Novice:  Den. Zip x Creamy Blood Stone ‘Mini 

Gorgeous’ 
Shane Pope 

 

  
  

 

Cattleya 100mm + 
Rsc. Goldenzelle m/c 

Cattleya Less than 100mm 
Rlc. Toshie’s Magic ‘Hsinying’ 

Species:   
Rhy. gigantea ‘Red’ 

  

 

Novice:  
Den. Zip x Creamy Blood Stone 
‘Mini Gorgeous’ 

Any Other:   
Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascade’ 
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Other Plants tabled at the meeting: 

   

   

 
 

 

   

 

 
 



Page 4 of 9 Gympie & District Orchid Society newsletter 

 

 

   

 
Winners of the Raffles for the day were:  Lois Thornley, Larry Downing and Glen Bell.  Congratulations to 
all raffle winners!   

 
Editors Highlight – What does NPK stand for and mean? 
Orchids require a balanced diet of nutrients to reach their full potential, and NPK fertiliser delivers precisely 
that.  NPK in a nutshell stands for: Nitrogen (N), Phosphorus (P) and Potassium (K). These 3 elements are 
essential for your orchid’s healthy and successful growth. Below you will find a brief overview of exactly 
what each does.   
 
Nitrogen (N) is important for producing chlorophyll, which allows plants to turn sunlight into food. It is the 
most important nutrient for plant growth. Without nitrogen, plants cannot make chlorophyll, the green pigment 
that makes photosynthesis possible. Chlorophyll enables plants to produce carbohydrates and proteins 
needed for plant growth.  Nitrogen stimulates thick, rich, green foliage growth of plants and is also used 
heavily in new shoots, buds, and leaves.  
 
Phosphorus (P) encourages the growth and strength of stems, flowers, and roots. Phosphorus is critical to 
photosynthesis because it works with nitrogen to create proteins and enzymes that help the plant make 
energy from sunlight. The major function of phosphorus is to help a plant develop strong root systems and 
healthy leaves. Plants require more phosphorus than nitrogen or potassium because it is a structural 
component in plants.  Phosphorus plays a crucial role in promoting strong root development, and early plant 
establishment.  It aids in the transfer of energy within the plant and supports processes such as cell division 
and DNA replication. 
 
Potassium (K) is one of the three key nutrients that plants need to grow. It aids in supporting a plant’s 
metabolism by regulating the movement of water, nutrients and minerals throughout the plant tissue. It helps 
to improve plant growth and boosts the rate of photosynthesis through its effect on chlorophyll production. 
Potassium contributes to overall plant health and resilience by regulating water uptake, improving drought 
tolerance, and enhancing disease resistance.  It also plays a role in improving overall stress tolerance.   
 
 

 

It is recommended for orchids to use a balanced 
fertiliser such as 20-20-20 in powder form to supply all 
the primary nutrients needed for flowering plants 
(which means 20% N, 20% P, 20% K).   
 
To the left is only one example for 20.20.20 
fertiliser. 
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Upcoming Events Schedule:  
AUGUST 2024 
8th, 9th, 10th August 2024 Maroochydore Orchid Society open show, Uniting Church Buderim 
30th & 31st August 2024 Childers Isis District OS show (set up 29th) 
SEPTEMBER 2024 
6th, 7th September 2024 Nambour OS Show (set up 5th)  
12th September 2024 Caloundra OS Closed Show, Pelican Waters 
12th, 13th, 14th September 2024 Maryborough DOS Show (set up 11th)  
13th & 14th September 2024 Noosa DOS Show (set up 12th)  
14th & 15th September 2024 Rockhampton Show, Old Art Gallery, Cnr. Victoria Pde & Cambridge 

St, Rockhampton 
20th & 21st September 2024 Glasshouse Country Orchid Society show, Beerwah Hall; (set up 19th) 
20th, 21st, 22nd September 2024 Hervey Bay OS Show 
OCTOBER 2024 

 4th & 5th October 2024 Bribie Island Orchid Society (Setup & judging Thursday 3rd of October) 
NOVEMBER 2024 
9th November 2024 Nambour Species Show (set up 8th) 
9th November 2024 STOCQ Meeting, Hosted by Maroochydore OS, Buderim Mens Shed, 

38 Advance Road, Kuluin 
2025 
March 2025 15th Asia Pacific Orchid Conference & Show, Taiwan 
June 2025 STOCQ meeting hosted by Bundaberg OS. 
6th & 7th September 2025 STOCQ meeting hosted by Nambour OS in conjunction with STOCQ 

Orchidfest at 114 Sportsmans Parade, Bokarina 
1st – 5th October 2025 Australian Orchid Conference and Show at Wiigulga Sports Complex, 

Woolgoolga NSW (Orchids from the Mountains to the Sea) 
 
Next Meeting: 
DATE:          Saturday, 31st August 2024  
ADDRESS:  26 Palmer Court, The Dawn 
PLANTS:     Benching of plants will commence from 1.30pm – 1.45pm 
JUDGING:   Voting will be held prior to meeting (between 1.45pm – 2.00pm)  
MEETING:   Will commence at 2.00 pm 

Please bring your plants, chair and a plate to share for afternoon tea. 

     
 

NOTE:  Please think about what month you would be able to host a monthly meeting and advise Sharon Stretton to include 
below. 

Future Club meetings Meeting to be held at Club members residence: 
28th September 2024 AGM meeting - Jim & Leanne Evans, 106 Pine Valley Rd, Pie Creek 
26th October 2024 Kent & Sharon Bartlett – 6 Tailor Street, Tin Can Bay 
30th November 2024 Christmas Party – Location to be confirmed. 
 

 

 
Newsletter snippets 
Club members are encouraged to contribute to the newsletter. Please email Sharon Stretton for inclusion 
(prior to the upcoming meeting, otherwise they will be included the following month). Email: 
sharon.m.stretton@tmr.qld.gov.au 
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Our Sponsors: Sponsors are an important part of our Club. Their support allows us to pay the prizes we 
do at our Show. Please support our sponsors and let them know that we appreciate their support!  
 

 
keepgrowing@rockypoint.com.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Vendors: 
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Disclaimer: While every effort is made to keep the information in this newsletter up to date, it is for general information purposes only. We make 
no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, reliability or suitability with respect to the information for 
any purpose. Any reliance you place on such information is therefore strictly at your own risk. In no event will we be liable for any loss or damage 
including without limitation, indirect or consequential loss or damage, or any loss or damage whatsoever arising from loss arising out of or in 
connection with the use of this newsletter. 
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