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Date/Month of Meeting: 3rd October 2026  
Website: www.gympieorchidsociety.com 

 

Facebook: Gympie & District Orchid Society Inc. 

PRESIDENT Gary Walker Ph: 0407 640 516 garfieldloveslasagne@outlook.com 
VICE PRESIDENT & Editor Sharon Stretton Ph: 0400 168 770 sharon.m.stretton@tmr.qld.gov.au 
SECRETARY Sharon Bartlett Ph: 0427 465 252 ksbartlett56@gmail.com 

TREASURER Shirley Downing Ph: 0428 486 087 larryshirleydowning@gmail.com 
 
Messages from the Editor: 
Results from the 2026 Club AGM are as below.  Thank you to John Rees for coming to Gympie and being 
the Returning Officer.  
President Gary Walker 
Vice President & Editor Sharon Stretton 
Secretary Sharon Bartlet 
Treasurer Shirley Downing 
Assistant Secretary & Assistant Treasurer Leanne Evans 
Show Marshall Gary Walker 
Assistant Show Marshall Barry Grainger 
Librarian Jennifer Grainger 

 
REMINDER TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS:  Memberships are now due.   
Single is $15 and family is $25.   
Please ensure payment is made to Shirley Downing as soon as possible.   
 
Proposed future monthly meetings (from January 2027):  
It was discussed at our meeting about holding half of our year’s monthly meetings at members 
residences and alternate with the Hockey Club room.   
 
Please advise Sharon Stretton of your preferred location/s - or if you can host a meeting (and if 
so, what month suits you). This will then be voted on.  
 
Volunteered residences are at: 
• Gary Walker 
• Leanne Evans 
• Barry Grainger 
• Shane Pope 
• Jim Lenske 
 
Christmas Party 
Our Christmas party is fast approaching on the 28 November 2026.  It will be $15 each to attend, 
from 11am to 3pm.  If you wish to attend, please advise Shirley Downing before end of October 
for catering purposes.   
This year it will be an Exchange Gift process, so if you bring a gift, you get to exchange with 
another gift.  You are not obligated to be involved, if you do not wish to.  

mailto:larryshirleydowning@gmail.com
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Schedule for 31st October meeting 
For our 31st October meeting, John and Lavina Rees have kindly offered to host our monthly meeting at 
their residence and provide lunch.  The day will include visits to others where you’ll be able to purchase 
some orchids.  The club will be paying for a bus, so please let Sharon Stretton know if you’d like to attend 
as seats are limited.  For any further details, please contact Gary Walker.   
• 9.00am – Arrive at Robertson Orchids – 262-290 Blackall Range Road, West Woombye 
• 10.30am – Steve Flood residence to look at foliage and morning tea (bring a plate to share) - 11 

Mountaindale Court, Mooloolah Valley 
• 11.30am – John & Lavina’s residence – 188 The Esplanade, Golden Beach.   

There will be a Tolumnia mounting information session and sausage sizzle lunch and the club meeting 
will follow. 

 
Winners of the Popular Vote at monthly Meeting 
 GENRE Orchid name Owner/s of Plant 
Cattleya >100mm: Rlc. Brunswick Blood X Rlc Burdekin Bells Leanne Evans 
Cattleya <100mm: Rlc. Lisa Taylor Gallis Leanne Evans 
Cluster Cattleya: Slc. Elisabeth Calov X Blc. Topaz Sublime Gary Walker 
Dendrobium: Den. Mousmee Larry Downing 
Species: V. coerulescens Shane Pope 
Vanda: V. Gordon Dillion Gary Walker 
Cymbidium: Cym. Cricket Invincible Shane Pope 
Bulbophyllum:   
Oncidium: Rrm. Willowbank Wanted Larry Downing 
Any Other: Phal. Youngnome Maple Red Larry Downing 
Paphs / Phrags: Paph. Cord Spots Gary Walker 
Novice: Rlc. Glorious Moh ‘H&R’ Sharon Bartlett 

 

PHOTOS OF MONTHLY WINNERS 

  
Cattleya >100mm: Rlc. Brunswick Blood X Rlc 
Burdekin Bells 

Cattleya <100mm: Rlc. Lisa Taylor Gallis 

  
Cluster Cattleya: Slc. Elisabeth Calov X Blc. Dendrobium: Den. Mousmee 
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Topaz Sublime 

  
Species: V. coerulescens Vanda: V. Gordon Dillion 

  
Cymbidium: Cym. Cricket Invincible Paphs / Phrags: Paph. Cord Spots 

  
Oncidium: Rrm. Willowbank Wanted Novice: Rlc. Glorious Moh ‘H&R’ 

 
Any Other: Phal. Youngnome Maple Red 
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PHOTOS OF ALL OTHER TABLED PLANTS 
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Raffle Winners 
Winners of our monthly raffle were Gary Walker and Jim Lenske.  Congratulations to our Winners!   
 
Next Meeting:  
DATE:          31st October 2026 – day starts at 9am 
ADDRESS:   Multiple.  Details as supplied on first page of this newsletter. 
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Editor Special – Tolumnias (article supplied by John Rees) 
The genus Tolumnia, previously called Equitant Oncidiums, are native to the Caribbean area and often grow 
on shrubs or small trees in semi-arid areas. They may get wet at night by rain or dew but dry off very quickly. 
They like an arrangement in captivity which provides these conditions. Because it is in the Oncidinnae 
subtribe, it will hybridise with many different Oncidinnae genera. There are 32 nothogenera containing the 
genus Tolumnia hybridized with other genera. 
 
I have been growing orchids for 40 years and until recently have shied away from Tolumnias, which I had 
grown in pots and obviously had kept their roots too wet, as they had all died. Recently, I have had greater 
success with them growing on cork. 
Bill McNaught worked at Amberly Air Force base and lived at Willowbank. He registered plants as Bill 
Willowbank and he posted the image at left of a plant flourishing on a cork slab. The image on the right is of 
Tolu. Percy Tesch 'Willowbank' AM/AOC which was bred by Bill. 

                             
At a cultural day at Sue Jone’s place, 2 or 3 years ago, she handed out plantlets of one of her Tolumnias. I 
strapped mine to a piece of cork. The image at left below is of the plant today. 

                         

The middle image is of a plant which has established itself on a cork tile. The third image is of the back of the 
tile showing the zip tie holding the plant in place until it becomes established. Two roots are protruding from 
holes in the cork. 
 
It has been suggested that on the cultural day in October we deflask some Tolumnia plants and everyone 
plant a plant on a piece of hardwood. The society would provide the plants and the materials. 
 
FOOTNOTE: A report from a nursery in Central Queensland suggests that the cork tiles degrade over time 
and the plant roots may be able to get int the body of the cork after about three years, but the adhesive 
holding the cork fragments together is fatal to Tolumnias. 
 
We have plants in three flasks although only two crosses. They are: 
(Rrm. = Rodrumnia) 
Rrm Capalaba Sheba ‘Orangs Cloud’ x Tolu. Capalaba Sunrise ‘Rounder’ x 2 
Rrm. Willowbank Wonder ‘Spotty’ x Tolu. Capalaba Quarter ‘No 1’ 
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Newsletter snippets 
Club members are encouraged to contribute to the newsletter. Please email Sharon Stretton for 
inclusion (prior to the upcoming meeting, otherwise they will be included the following month). 
Email 
 

Our Sponsors: Sponsors are an important part of our Club. Their support allows us to pay the 
prizes we do at our Show. Please support our sponsors and let them know that we appreciate 
their support!  
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2026 
9th, 10th October 2026 Bribie OS show; set up Thursday 8th. 

14th November 2026 Nambour Species show, Buderim Hall, set up 13th 

21st November 2026 GCOS hosts STOCQ meeting at Glasshouse Hall  

28th November 2026 GDOS Christmas Party at Graham Street Hall.   

2026 POSTERS 
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2027 

13th February 2027 STOCQ AGM hosted by Gympie &DOS at Indoor 
Bowls Club, Graham Street, Gympie 

3rd April 2027 Glasshouse Country Orchid Society closed 
Show at Glasshouse Community Hall 

9th, 10th April 2027 Sunshine Coast OS show at Uniting Church Hall, 
Cnr Queen and Ulm Streets, Caloundra; set up 
Thursday  

1st, 2nd May 2027 Gympie &DOS show, Indoor Bowls Hall set up 
30th April 

7th, 8th, 9th May 2027 
 

Bundaberg OS show Bundaberg Recreational 
Precinct. University Drive, Branyan 

12th June 2027 Tentative - STOCQ meeting hosted by 
Gladstone Orchid & Foliage Society 

24th, 25th September 2027 
 

Glasshouse COS show, Beerwah Community 
Hall. 

23rd October 2027 Noosa District O&FS host STOCQ meeting in 
Timbeerwah Hall. 

 
Disclaimer: While every effort is made to keep the information in this newsletter up to date, it is for general information purposes only. We make no representations or warranties of any kind, 
express or implied, about the completeness, reliability or suitability with respect to the information for any purpose. Any reliance you place on such information is therefore strictly at your own risk. 
In no event will we be liable for any loss or damage including without limitation, indirect or consequential loss or damage, or any loss or damage whatsoever arising from loss arising out of or in 
connection with the use of this newsletter. 
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